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Press Release 
 
Hockey Eastern Ontario (HEO) is pleased to announce the first annual “Hockey Harvest” 

seminar dealing with the current state and future of the sport of hockey in Canada.  

Hockey Harvest will feature four (4) dynamic guest speakers who are engaged in the 

sport at the grass roots through to the national levels. This is an opportunity to meet the 

speakers and help shape the future of hockey! 

 

Tom Renney  
President and Chief Executive Officer of Hockey Canada 
 

Thomas "Tom" Renney (born March 1, 1955) was previously 

an ice hockey Associate Coach with the National Hockey 

League's Detroit Red Wings and also served as head coach of 

the Vancouver Canucks, New York Rangers, and Edmonton Oilers. 

Renney began his coaching career in the major junior Western 

Hockey League (WHL), capturing a Memorial Cup in his two-year 

stint with the Kamloops Blazers. In addition to the Rangers, he 

has also previously coached the Vancouver Canucks for two seasons. He has 

participated in the coaching staff for Team Canada on numerous occasions, capturing a 

silver medal as the head coach at the 1994 Winter Olympics. 

 

Paul Carson 

Vice President of Hockey Development for Hockey Canada 

 

Paul is a University of British Columbia graduate and has 

completed a graduate diploma in Special Education. After 

teaching in Prince George, BC, Paul moved to Vancouver and 

from 1988 to 2001 acted as a program consultant with a BC 

Ministry of Education program called Special Education 

http://www.hockeyeasternontario.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_hockey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coach_(ice_hockey)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Hockey_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Hockey_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit_Red_Wings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver_Canucks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Rangers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmonton_Oilers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junior_hockey#Major_junior
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Hockey_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Hockey_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Cup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamloops_Blazers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vancouver_Canucks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hockey_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ice_hockey_at_the_1994_Winter_Olympics


Technology BC. He spent 21 years in the education profession and seven seasons as an 

assistant coach with the UBC Thunderbirds before moving to Calgary to join Hockey 

Canada in September of 2002. Prior to assuming his duties as the Vice President of 

Development with Hockey Canada, Paul was the Director of Development for seven 

years. Throughout Paul’s tenure at Hockey Canada as a staff member and volunteer he 

played an integral role in the development of the Hockey Canada Skills Manuals and 

Skills Camps, the National Coach Mentorship Program, the Skills of Gold Technical DVD 

series, and was instrumental in the design and implementation of the Hockey Canada 

Skills Academy Program. Paul was a volunteer with the BC Amateur Hockey Association 

serving in a leadership capacity with the National Coach Certification Program and the 

BC Best Ever Program.  Along with writing partner, Sean Rossiter, Paul co-authored a 

series of illustrated hockey books for children entitled Hockey the NHL Way. 

 

Dr. Steve Norris 

Consultant, Performance and Development with Hockey Canada 

  

Dr. Norris served as the Executive Vice-President and Chief 

Sport Officer at the WinSport Canada in Calgary. He played a 

key role as consultant to the ‘Own the Podium’ program high 

performance/technical group in the five years prior to the 

Vancouver 2010 Olympic Games. He was one of the five 

founding members and contributors to the ‘Canadian Sport 

for Life’ movement concerning athlete/participant 

development and the concept of ‘physical literacy’ within Canada. 

During his presentation, Dr. Norris will challenge us to take a serious look at what the 

future looks like, and to remember that the future needs to focus on the children in 

their organization.  Dr. Norris will also center on the roles of coaches and the effects 

they have on athletes. 
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Alyson Tufts 

Author of Lessons from Behind the Glass 

 

Allyson Tufts is an author that has had many meaningful 

careers to date. For many years, she followed her passion to 

work in non-profit.  She worked as a Campaign Manager for 

United Way, heading up a campaign along with a group of 

staff and volunteers that raised over a million dollars to go 

back into the community. From there she followed her 

passion to work for a non-profit organization called Hospice, which is an organization 

that cares for people who are suffering from a life threatening illness with no known 

cure.  She returned to work in Human Resources. While working part time, she decided 

to return to school in 2013 to obtain her diploma in Social Work where she graduated 

on the Dean’s List.  

Throughout her career, her proudest accomplishment has been that of being a wife and 

mother to her husband and two children.  It was raising her kids and watching her son 

play hockey that brought her back to her childhood love of writing. Spending so much 

time in the rink was a source of joy and extreme stress. Watching her brothers, 

husband, and young billet could never prepare her for the stress of standing behind her 

son's net for his debut as a goalie. As a woman who suffers from anxiety, the only thing 

that seemed to relax her was writing about her experiences.  As her stories started to 

pile up, she realized that not only were they funny and witty, but most importantly, they 

could be helpful to other parents going through the Minor Hockey experience.  She 

decided to take the leap and put her stories into her first novel and so was born, 

“Lessons From Behind the Glass”. 

 

To discuss the recurring theme which has been communicated at the rink, in the media 

and at different meetings has been the message of “Respect in Hockey” and 

opportunities to enhance education and awareness of the message will all stakeholders, 

to improve the minor hockey experience. Hockey Eastern Ontario invites you to a Press 

Conference. 
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Cyril Leeder 
President of the Ottawa Senators 
 

Cyril Leeder is the president of the Ottawa Senators 
and its corporation, the Senators Sports and 
Entertainment Corporation. He is also a member of 
the Ottawa Community Ice Partnership which 
organizes the annual Bell Capital Cup tournament. 

 
 
 
 

 
The event is free to all participants.  Door prizes will be awarded. 
 
RSVP: Contact Vanessa Valente, Hockey Eastern Ontario at 
vvalente@hockeyeasternontario.ca 
Registration deadline is October 21st, 5PM 
Date: October 29, 2016 (Registration 12:30pm) 
Time: 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Where: Canadian Tire Centre, Coliseum Room 
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